May 2017
Glen Allen, Virginia

       May’s mean temperature was 66.1°F a -2.2°F departure and only two cooler Mays on record for Glen Allen. The maximum temperature for May was 94°F on the 17th which tied for the highest temperature recorded at this station in May and was really felt as the first part of May was so cool. Also on the 19th we recorded the highest dew point temperature on record in May for Glen Allen although 2011 was almost as high. The month’s minimum was 38°F on the 9th in the cool part of May with some of the cooler areas reporting a light frost. 
       May was near average on cloudiness even though we had 15 days with measurable rainfall. Last year May had more days with rain with 8.55 inches of rain. May 2017 had 5.83 inches, a departure of +1.28 inches; only last year was wetter. The thunderstorm of May 27th produced hail that was as large as 1.5 inches but the large hail last but one minute reducing damage to gardens. See the following link for the report on hail.
http://www.glenallenweather.com/historylinks/2017/may/2017-05-27 Hail.pdf
The average temperature range for May was 20.3°F which made it the 3th lowest on record. The average relative humidity was 74.6 percent which was the 2nd highest for May; only 2016 was higher. 
	2017   Spring in West Henrico Co. - Springfield Park, Glen Allen, VA

	
	TEMPERATURE
	PRECIPITATION
	SNOW

	Months
	 
	 
	 
	8 Yr.
	 
	 
	8 Yr.
	 
	 
	8 Yr.
	 

	Spring
	Max.
	Min.
	Mean
	Ave.
	Depart.
	Total
	Ave.
	Depart.
	Total
	Ave.
	Depart.

	Mar.
	59.7
	37.9
	48.8
	48.8
	0.0
	2.78
	3.78
	-1.00
	T
	3.6
	-3.6

	Apr.
	75.3
	54.0
	64.6
	58.7
	5.9
	3.40
	3.26
	0.14
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0

	May
	76.2
	55.9
	66.1
	68.3
	-2.2
	5.83
	4.56
	1.28
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0

	SUM
	211.3
	147.9
	179.6
	175.8
	3.8
	12.01
	11.60
	0.41
	0.0
	3.6
	-3.6

	AVE.
	70.4
	49.3
	59.9
	58.6
	1.3
	4.00
	3.87
	0.14
	0.0
	1.2
	-1.2


Richmond International Airport
The Airport’s mean temperature of 65.9°F was a -0.5 departure, and the 58th coolest May since 1897. The average temperature range for May was only 20.2°F and only 12 years in 120 years were lower. The Airport’s precipitation for May was 7.57 inches with a +3.79 inch departure. The wettest May was last year with 9.79 inches. The Airport had 15 days with measurable precipitation in May and only 11 Mays have had more days with rain. The Airport had three days with ≥ 1 inch of rain; the record is five set in 1972. 
The Richmond International Airport had 4 daily records that either tied or were broken.
Record Low Maximums  

May 12th    54°F tied the old record set in 2008.

Record High Minimums  

May 01st    69°F tied the old record set in 1947.

High Daily Temperature Range

May 14th    37°F tied the old record set in 1941 and 1940.

Low Daily Temperature Range

May 12th    4°F new record - the old record was 5°F in 1960. 
Since 1897 only 2003 and 1917 have had a lower temperature range.
	2017  Spring   Richmond   International   Airport

	 
	TEMPERATURE
	PRECIPITATION
	SNOWFALL INCHES

	Month
	Max.
	Min.
	Mean
	30 year
	Dep.
	Actual
	30 year
	Dep.
	Actual
	30 year
	Dep.

	Mar.
	60.1
	37.9
	49.0
	48.6
	0.4
	3.68
	4.04
	-0.36
	Trace
	0.6
	-0.6

	Apr.
	75.3
	53.2
	64.2
	58.2
	6.0
	2.28
	3.27
	-0.99
	0.0
	0.1
	-0.1

	May
	76.0
	55.8
	65.9
	66.4
	-0.5
	7.57
	3.78
	3.79
	0.0
	0
	0.0

	SUM
	211.3
	146.9
	179.1
	173.2
	5.9
	13.53
	11.09
	2.44
	Trace
	0.7
	-0.7

	AVE.
	70.4
	49.0
	59.7
	57.7
	2.0
	4.51
	3.70
	0.81
	0.0
	0.2
	-0.2


This was a strange spring as March had no measurable snow and April was the warmest in 137 years arousing spring plants. May was the sixth wettest May since 1887 and May was the ninth wettest since 1872. Though wet, the cool nights and cloudy days of the first half of May, inhibited the growth of warm season vegetables, not a good season for gardeners. Many of the bean seeds rotted and had to be reseeded in the second half of May. The second half of May was above average balancing the mean for May close to average.
