
February 2015 Precipitation Summary 

Overall precipitation averaged 2.00 to 4.00 inches for the month with many locations 
receiving from 8.0 to 15.0 inches of snowfall.  North Carolina counties generally had around 
5.0 inches of frozen precipitation.  
 
Precipitation of over 3.00 inches was observed near the Albemarle Sound, across Central 
Virginia (including Metro Richmond), and across most the Maryland and Virginia Lower 
Eastern Shore.  The rest of the local forecast area averaged 2.00 to 3.00 inches for the 
month.  
 
There were a number of notable precipitation events during February and are highlighted 
below:  
 
February 2:  A fast-moving low pressure system moved across the Mid-Atlantic States from 
the southwest and brought between 0.25 to 0.50 inches of rain to the entire area.  
 
February 9-10:  A complex area of low pressure associated with a slow-moving cold front 
brought another general rainfall to the area.  Most amounts were in the 0.25 to 0.50 inch 
range with less than 0.25 inches in Southside Hampton Roads and up to 0.80 inches from 
the Tri Cities area to Williamsburg.  
 
February 16-17:  With high pressure parked over the Northeastern U.S., a low pressure 
system moved out of the southern Great Plains to the Carolinas.  This system brought the 
first significant widespread snowfall of the season to the Mid-Atlantic Region.  Roughly 0.75 
to 1.00 inches of liquid precipitation fell during this time period.  Precipitation started as 
snow across Central Virginia and Maryland and then mixed with or changed to sleet across 
the south to southeast portions of Virginia.  Precipitation was mostly in the form of freezing 
rain and rain (with some sleet) across Northeast North Carolina.  Snowfall totals ranged 
from 4.0 to 8.0 inches throughout most of Virginia and Maryland with the highest amounts to 
the north.  
 
February 21-22:  A southern stream low pressure system, coupled with a cold front from the 
northwest, produced widespread precipitation late on the 21

st
 and early on the 22

nd
.  The 

low moved across the area from the west and southwest and then out to sea.  Snow up to 
3.0 inches fell in parts of Louisa and Fluvanna counties.  Otherwise, this was a cold rain 
event, which mainly affected the Eastern Piedmont Region to Metro Richmond to coastal 
Eastern Virginia and across the Maryland Eastern Shore.  These particular locations 
received 0.75 to 1.50 inches of rain with much lesser amounts around 0.25 inches across 
far Southeast Virginia and Northeast North Carolina.  
 
February 25:  A low pressure system crossed the Gulf Coast States on the 25

th
 and moved 

quickly to the Carolina Coast by the morning of the 26
th
; moving northeast and out to sea 

later that day.  This was a major snowfall event that affected the entire area.  The heaviest 
swath of snow occurred across South Central and Southeast Virginia where 7.0 to 10.0 
inches of snow fell.  For the Metro Richmond area to the Maryland/Virginia Eastern Shore, 
up to 5.0 to 7.0 inches of snow were reported.  Around 3.0 to 5.0 inches of snow fell in most 
of the Northeast North Carolina counties, except in Northampton County where 6.0 to 10.0 
inches of snow fell.  Liquid precipitation totals ranged from 0.50 to 1.00 inches.  
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